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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Sapana Gurung, 22, of Belbari VDC-3, Morang District, was forcefully captured by
three army men under the leadership of Captain Prahlad Thapa of Unified Security
Base Camp, Belbari, on April 26 at 9:30 pm.

Considering observation of the spot, statement of locals, victim's family and civil
society representatives it is revealed that Sapana was forcefully captured and taken
about 200 meters west towards Lohandra River from her rented house and raped
by army personnel. According to the victim's family, Sapana was laid on the
ground, raped and then shot dead. On the spot, Sapana's one slipper, broken
bangles and empty water pot were found. Grasses and the soil on the ground have
been mutilated and the bullet fired at her chest had pierced to the back.

Civil society representatives stated that she should have been killed with the fear of
being prosecuted or to hide the fact and to destroy the proofs after rape. Although,
Itahari Division of RNA has denied the rape of Sapana and the investigation is yet
to complete. Victim was taken to B.P. Koirala Institute of Medical Sciences, Dharan,
at 11 pm. But her family members were not allowed to meet her. The corpse was
handed over to the victim’'s family after post-mortem.

In the indiscriminate firing by army team under Captain Prahlad Thapa, 6 persons
were killed on April 14 at 3 pm when the residents of Belbari protested against the
killing of Sapana Gurung. A total of 34 persons were shot injured by army from
Unified Security Base Camp, Belbari. Those injured were taken to B.P. Koirala
Institute of Medical Sciences, Dharan immediately in the initiation of local residents
and human rights activists.

It was observed that no any alternative way was devised to control the excited
crowd protesting against the Kkilling of Sapana Gurung before shooting by the
administration of Morang and security forces. According to local human rights
activists, it was observed that without using the options of baton charge, tear gas,
blank fires and rubber bullets to control the crowd the security forces opened fire
indiscriminately. Therefore, CDO Narendra Dahal and SP Jagat Bahadur Bista also
should be held responsible for the act.

Army on the roof of Rastriya Banijya Bank located west of the security base camp
opened fire at the crowd rushing after indiscriminate firing by the army from the
other side. Most of the deceased and injured have been shot at the back, buttock,
neck, head and legs. It is observed that there has been such human casualty due
to firing on stampeding civilians.

After the incident, Captain Prahlad Thapa has been suspended whereas some
soldiers have been transferred to other locations and some of them are still in the
camp. To investigate on the Belbari incidents, a four member probe committee has
been formed on April 27 in the coordination of Brigadier General Pawan Pandey of
the army.

At present that probe committee has been investigating and the army has been
asking families of the deceased to take 50 thousands as initial relief. Earlier, District
Administration Office has provided Rs.10 thousand each to seven families of the
deceased for the last rites. But, two of the families have denied taking the amount.

Human Rights Treaty Monitoring Coordination Committee (HRTMCC)
Secretariat INSEC, 3 May 2006
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